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Deus, qui beáto Petro Apó-
stolo tuo, collátis clávibus re-
gni cæléstis, ligándi atque sol-
véndi pontifícium tradidísti: 
concéde; ut, intercessiónis ejus 
auxílio, a peccatórum nostró-
rum néxibus liberémur: Qui 
vivis. 

O God, who, upon Blessed Peter,
Thine apostle, didst bestow the
pontifical power of binding and
loosing, and didst give to him the
keys of the kingdom of heaven:
grant that his intercession may
ensure our deliverance from the
bondage of sin. Who livest. 

COLLECT
 

STATUIT ei Dóminus testa-  
.    méntum pacis, et prínci-
pem fecit eum: ut sit illi sacer-
dótii dígnitas in ætérnum. Ps. 
131. 1. Meménto, Dómine, Da-
vid: et omnis mansuetúdinis e-
jus. ℣. Glória Patri. 

INTROIT: ECCLUS. 45. 30 

THE Lord made to him a co-
.    venant of peace, and made
him a prince; that the dignity of
priesthood should be to him for
ever. Ps. O Lord, remember Da-
vid: and all his meekness. ℣. Glo-
ry be to the Father. 

The feast of St Peter’s Chair at Rome celebrates the episcopal 
dignity and universal primacy of the Prince of the Apostles, and has
only a remote relation to the material chair which is still venerated in
the apse of the Vatican basilica as a symbol of the supreme
authority of the first bishop of Rome. Christ’s kingship over our 
souls is exercised on earth by Peter and his successors, whom Christ
has appointed heads of the Church and made the depositaries of
divine powers.  The Gospel at Mass recalls St Peter’s proclamation of 
Christ’s Divinity and our Saviour’s reply, which is the basis of the 
privileges of the Head of the Church. Almost all the texts of the
Mass repeat the affirmation of this supreme priesthood and
primacy. The Epistle is the beginning of St Peter’s letter from Rome 
to the faithful in Asia. 
The Church always associates the two great Apostles who taught
and died together at Rome: and so St Paul is commemorated at
Mass and Vespers. 
St Prisca, a contemporary of SS. Peter and Paul, is also com-
memorated, today being, according to the Roman Martyrology, the 
anniversary of her martyrdom. 

 
 
Quǽsumus, Dómine, salutári-
bus repléti mystériis: ut, cujus 
solémnia celebrámus, ejus ora-
tiónibus adjuvémur. Per Dó-
minum. 

 
 
Replenished by these salutary mys-
teries, we humbly beseech Thee,
O Lord, to be helped by the pray-
ers of her whose solemnity we ce-
lebrate. Through.  
 

 
COMMEMORATION OF ST PRISCA


